Flag retirement ceremony [prepared by Andrew Kianderud-T4] (5-2015)

There are two different types of flag retirement ceremonies that can be
performed and still accomplish the same goal of respectfully retiring an American flag.
These two types are formal and informal. To help you decide if your ceremony should
be formal or informal I've provided some guidelines:

If the ceremony is formal it will meet some or all of the following criteria-

e The retirement will have an audience

e ltis a special occasion or event

e \When there is a small number of flags to be retired
e Another organization will take part

If the ceremony is informal it will meet some or all of the following criteria-
There will be no audience
It is not part of a special event or occasion
When there is a large number of flags to be retired
If your unit has never done a formal flag retirement
ceremony or only practiced a little bit
There are some simple rules to planning your ceremony:

e Whenever you perform a flag retirement, formal or informal,
it should be done respectfully
e |f you have an audience you should do a formal ceremony
e [f you have a large number of flags to retire do an informal
ceremony (due to time needed for each flag to be retired)
Some things to remember and focus on are:
e Confirm all participants to know how many people you'll have
helping
Have an appropriate place to perform the ceremony’
Make sure participants know what their jobs are and have
practiced them
e [f dealing with a large amount of flags, create the ceremony
to be efficient but respectful
e No matter the type of ceremony, it should consist of these
parts
o Opening and greeting
o Final respect for the Colors
o Retirement of the flags

1 This is in regards to the safety of
the participants, audience, and public.



o Other respects
o Closing remarks
The opening and greeting is where the master of ceremonies introduce
himself and welcomes all who came. They will also explain the ceremony and
what it means as well.
The final respects for the Colors is when you examine the flag and deem it
worthy of retirement?. Then you will go about whatever measures to prepare it for
retirement. That can consist of folding the flag or cutting the flag.

When retiring the flag, if you are not cutting the flag, remember that when
you place it in the fire to have the stars facing up. This means draping it into the
fire in such a way that the stripes lay below the stars. If you are cutting the flag,
cut the individual stripes first starting at the bottom stripe, then work your way up.
Then cut the union (blue square with the stars) into four quarters. Be careful not
to cut through a star. When placing a cut up flag onto the fire, put the stripes on
first, then place the union quarters on top. Repeat this process until all flags are
disposed of.

After all flags are retired you may move into other respects. Other
respects could mean having a speaker. The speaker could be a guest (like a
veteran or an official), an adult leader, or an older scout. The speaker should
emphasise the point of respect for the flag. The speaker is not as important as
the speech they give.

In the closing remarks the master of ceremonies should make a brief
statement about caring for and respecting the flag. They should thank all who
came and then announce any following activities for the day.

You can have the layout of the ceremony pretty similar regardless of the
type of ceremony. If you are doing a formal ceremony make sure that everything
is set up before the public gets there. Scrambling around at the last minute looks
bad and sets a bad tone for the rest of the ceremony. Make sure everything is set
up and everyone knows their job before the ceremony gets underway.

2 To deem a flag worthy of retirement
the flag must be: Torn, tattered, faded &
stained. All beyond repair




A basic set up for the ceremony could look like this:

Troop and legion
 fiags

- Flag folding area

Burning
_ Barrelsffire

Here is a prayer that | found that would be appropriate to say in the opening
remarks before you begin the retirement part of the ceremony, but is not required:

The Scout Flag Retirement Prayer

by
Allan T. Perkins
Holy God, guide us as we retire this flag.
Symbol of our country.

Help us to remember the heroic people who
helped our nation grow, and those who
protected it.

Guide us during this ceremony, that we
might perform it with the honor, and
reverence, this flag deserves.

Then, Holy God, guide us as we leave, that
we might live our lives by the example set by
those who came before.

Thereby honoring you, our forefathers, our
fellow scouts, and this flag.

Amen.



