
CAMP 
CUYUNA

2021 Scouts BSA Summer Camp Promotion

Welcome to our 2021 Camp Cuyuna Scouts BSA Summer Camp Promotion.  The purpose of 
this meeting is to 1.  Inform you of the fun and exciting programs that await you at Camp 
Cuyuna next summer.  2.  Give you the tools to go back to your troop or other troops to 
promote camp to families, and 3.  Inform you of important changes to next year’s program 
and 4.  Answer any questions you may have.  I would like to thank everyone for attending 
today.
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Why Camp? – For Scouts
• Fun and Adventure

• Earn Merit Badges

• Challenge Yourself

• Try New Things

• Meet New Friends

• New Experiences

Camp is a LOT of fun!  Not only do you have the opportunity to earn merit badges you will 
get the opportunity to push yourself further than you thought possible and experience new 
things, meet new friends, and try something new.  Spending a week camping is a lot more 
challenging than just a weekend and you will find out things about yourself that you never 
new.  Many lifelong hobbies and interest are experienced during a week of summer camp.
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Why Camp –
Parents and adults

• Teamwork

• Problem Solving

• Communication

• Maturity

• Personal Growth

• Self-esteem/Personal 
Confidence

• Leadership Development

Camp delivers a lot more than you think.  Scouts working in patrols for the entire week 
cooking, cleaning, building fires, attending merit badge, and participating in camp programs 
promotes personal growth in many areas including teamwork, problem solving, 
communication, personal growth, and leadership development.  Your Scout will come 
home a different person…more mature and more confident in themselves.
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Many uncertainties still exist due to COVID-19.  Because of this, we have two different 
options for how camp may look in  2021.  One a more “Traditional Format” and one a 
“Pod” format.  We will discuss both fully here today.  We do not know now which format 
we will be able to use and most likely will not know until closer to camp, possibly will into 
May and June.  What we will promise is a fun and safe program that will allow for fun and 
adventure for Scouts of all ages.  Camp will look different, but the adventure still the same.
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Fun for Families
• Cuyuna Family Experience

• Family Camp

We have two options for the entire family.  1st, the Cuyuna Family Experience that will take 
place June 27 to July 3.  2nd, Camp Cuyuna’s Family Camp were families can enjoy camping 
together either in a tent or RV or rent one of our four family cabins.

First, let talk about the Cuyuna Family Experience:
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Cuyuna Family Experience

• Wednesday, June 30, 2021 – Saturday, July 3, 2021

• $65 per person
• Includes eight meals
• Camping with your tent or RV (Family Cabins are 

extra).
• Programing fun for the entire family

The Cuyuna Family Experience is designed for fun for the entire family.  Families can bring 
their own tent or RV and enjoy all the programs Camp Cuyuna has to offer including 
swimming, boating, climbing, rappelling, fishing, shooting sports, basketry, leatherworking, 
STEM, nature programs, the Cuyuna Arcade, and more.  The cost is $65 per person and 
covers all programing cost and eight meals from dinner on Wednesday night to breakfast 
on Saturday morning.  If a family would prefer to rent one of our four family cabins, it is an 
additional $75 per night.
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Family Camp

• 12 tent/RV sights (5 sites set aside 
for seasonal rental)

• Four family cabins

• On Pickerel Lake

• Row Boats, Canoes, Kayaks 
available for no additional charge

• Great fishing

• New fishing dock!

• Flush bathrooms, shower, and 
laundry facilities

Camp Cuyuna’s Family Camp gives families an opportunity to camp and enjoy the outdoors 
together.  We have 12 tent/RV sites with water and electricity.  Five of these sites are 
available for seasonal rental.  We has a dump station for wastewater from your RV.  We 
have four family cabins that feature 2 bedrooms, one with a double bed and one with two 
twin beds, a living room, bathroom, kitchen, and screened in porch.  Kitchen is fully 
stocked.  You will only need to bring your own bedding and personal toiletries including 
towels.

Family Camp is on Lake Pickerel and has great fishing for bass, crappie, sunfish, and 
northern pike.

Campsite rental is $25 per night.  Five campsites have been set aside for seasonal rental at 
a rate of $2,000 from Memorial Day Weekend through Labor Day Weekend.  Family Cabins 
are $75 per night.

Before we move into the specifics of the summer camp program, let’s hear from our camp 
staff.
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Camp Staff Video
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“Traditional Camp” 
Format

We hope to be able to run camp in our “Traditional Format” were Scouts sign up for merit 
badges and activities based on their interest and interact with Scouts from other troops.  
However, we have made some significant changes to this format based on feedback from 
unit leadership and from the success of the “Daytime Summer Adventures” held in the 
summer of 2020.  The biggest of these changes include moving to all block scheduling and 
the introduction of “Build Your Adventure” Wednesdays.  This means you will sign up for a 
merit badge to take on Monday and another on Tuesday vs. taking the same merit badge at 
9:00 each day and another at 10:00.  Some merit badges will be all day and some ½ days.  
On Wednesday’s your troop will have the flexibility to build your own adventure both with 
programing at camp  and off camp.
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Build your adventure 
Wednesday’s

• “In Camp” Opportunities – Open boating, 
Open Swimming, Climbing/Rappelling, COPE, 
Conservation Projects, fishing, arcade 
tournaments amongst troops at camp, open 
shooting, etc.

• “Out of Camp” Opportunities – Zip Line Tour, 
Horseback Riding, Safari Wildlife Park, River 
Tubing, Cuyuna Mountain Bike Trails, etc.

Build your adventure Wednesday’s gives your troop the flexibility to create your own 
custom program.  Within Camp Cuyuna all  program areas will be open where Scouts can 
enjoy open swimming, open boating, fishing, open shooting, climbing/rappelling at the 
tower and more.  You unit may also choose to take advantage of the tremendous 
opportunities off camp as well.  Being in the tourist area of Minnesota many opportunities 
exist such as the Brainerd Zip Line Tour, Horseback riding, Go-Carting, Mountain Biking 
Trails, and more.
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Merit Badge 
Programs

As we mentioned earlier, all merit badge programs are now in block schedules.  This means 
your schedule may look like this:  Chess Merit Badge on Monday morning, Mammals Merit 
Badge Monday afternoon, Archery Merit Badge on Tuesday, Fishing Outpost on Wednesday 
morning, your troop goes offsite for Zip Lining in Brainerd on Wednesday afternoon, 
Camping Merit Badge on Thursday, and Shotgun Merit badge on Friday.

For first year Scouts, you may take Eagle Trail 1 on Monday, Eagle Trail 2 on Tuesday, 
participate in open swimming Wednesday morning, go horseback riding with your troop 
offsite on Wednesday afternoon, take fishing/fly-fishing merit badge on Thursday, and take 
Nature Merit badge on Friday.

Let’s now talk about some of the program opportunities in each area.
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Aquatics

• Stand up paddle boarding

• Snorkeling

• Swimming Merit Badge

• Canoeing Merit Badge

• Kayaking Merit Badge

• Sailing Merit Badge

• Lifesaving Merit Badge

• Water Carnival

Aquatics:  due to the extreme physical nature of the waterfront merit badges, we have 
broken them up into “Part 1” and “Part 2”.  Many exciting programs await including stand 
up paddle boarding, snorkeling, swimming, canoeing, kayaking, sailing, and lifesaving.  
During the Build Your Adventure Wednesday’s you can take an outpost on Goodrich lake 
either in a canoe, kayak, or sailboat.  In the afternoon open swimming and boating will be 
available on Command.  On Thursday evening, we will be having a water carnival.

New in 2021 – we will be offering Rowing Merit Badge.  This is the first time in many years 
this merit badge has been offered.  
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C.O.P.E. and Climbing
• Challenging Outdoor Personal Experience

• Challenge yourself to do more than you thought possible

• Both High Ropes and Low Ropes

• Wilderness Survival

• Search and Rescue

• Climbing and Rappelling

The COPE program is designed to teach teamwork, communication, and problem solving.  
To participate in COPE you must be at least 14 years of age.  This area also offers 
Wilderness Survival, Search and Rescue, and Climbing Merit Badge.  On Wednesday 
mornings the tower will be open for open climbing and in the afternoon the high course 
will be open for open challenge.  
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Eagle Trail

• Eagle Trail # 1 – First Aid, 
Camping, Hiking, Nature, 
Navigation, and 
Orienteering

• Eagle Trail # 2 –
Citizenship, 1st Aid, Fire 
Building, Pioneering, and 
Orienteering.

• Wednesdays – Swimming 
requirements

Eagle Trails is designed for first year campers and focuses on requirements needed for 
Tenderfoot, Second Class, and First Class.  These are all day programs and broken up into 2 
parts.  For the full program Scouts should sign up for both part 1 and 2 and participate 
during the open swimming time on Wednesday afternoon.
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Industrial Arts
• Welding Merit Badge

• Home Repair Merit Badge

• Electricity Merit Badge

The industrial arts area will teach Welding, Home Repair, and Electricity Merit Badges.  This 
is a great area to explore that could lead to a future career.  On Wednesday’s we will be 
conducting conservation projects and organizing a frisbee golf tournament.
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Scoutcraft and Foxfire
• Basketry Merit Badge

• First Aid Merit Badge

• Chess Merit Badge

• Indian Lore Merit 
Badge

• Leatherwork Merit 
Badge

• Emergency 
Preparedness Merit 
Badge

• Wood Carving Merit 
Badge

• Photography Merit 
Badge

• Camping Merit Badge

• Cooking Merit Badge

• Golf Merit Badge

• Pioneering Merit 
Badge

The Scoutcraft and Foxfire program teaches a bunch of Scouts Skills and Handicraft Skills.  
Many of these programs have an additional charge for project kits needed to complete the 
merit badge.  Merit Badges include Basketry, First Aid, Chess, Indian Lore, Leatherworking, 
Emergency Preparedness, Woodcarving, Photography, Camping, Cooking, Golf, and 
Pioneering.   On Wednesday’s we will be organizing intertroop tournaments for Human 
Foosball, Giant Chess, Giant Connect Four, Giant Checkers, Bean Bag Toss, and Ga Ga Ball. 
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Shooting Sports • Archery

• Rifle Shooting 

• Shotgun Shooting

In the shooting sports area we offer Archery, Rifle Shooting, and Shotgun shooting.  On 
Wednesday’s we will have opportunities for open shooting.  Rifle and shotgun merit badges 
each of an additional fee.
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Nature

• Mammals Merit Badge

• Reptile and Amphibian Study Merit Badge

• Weather Merit Badge

• Fish and Wildlife Management Merit Badge

• Astronomy Merit Badge

• Fishing and Fly Fishing Merit Badge

• Soil and Water Conservation Merit Badge

• Environmental Science Merit Badge

• Nature Merit Badge

The Nature area explores the beautiful natural world around camp.  Enjoy several different 
merit badges including Mammals, Reptiles, Weather, Fishing, Fly Fishing, Environmental 
Science, and more.  On Wednesdays, we will be offering two different fishing outpost, one 
for fishing and the other for fly fishing.
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“Pod” Format

Due to COVID-19, it may be necessary to keep troop(s) together in “Pods” or “Cohorts”.  
This format helps keep potential exposure to other troops to a minimum.  This way, if 
someone in Troop A becomes sick it only affect Troop A, not Troops B, C, D, E, F, and G.  
Although this format of camp will look very different from what you are used to, it allows 
Scouts to enjoy every area of camp throughout the week.  It also allows troops great 
flexibility in programing to meet the needs of your troop and the Scouts within your units.  
Unfortunately, it is impossible at this point to determine which model we will use.  It will 
depend on conditions at the time and could even change during the summer.  For example, 
session 1 and 2 may be able to run under the “Traditional” format and sessions 3 and 4 
under the “Pod” format.  We will keep units informed of plans as time for camp gets closer.
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Programs
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thrusday Friday

Pod 1

Nature Day:                                                
1. Fishing / Fly Fishing 3 hrs                                                                             
2. Tree/Plant identification  1 hr                                                                              
3.  Track Identification / Plaster 
Casting 1hr                                                                   
4. Conservation Project for Camp  
1.5 hrs                                                                
5. STEM Activities - 2 hrs

Scoutcraft Day:                                                                
1. Pioneering   3 hrs                                                            
2. Outdoor Cooking  2.5 hrs                                                                  
3. Orienteering   2 hrs                                                                                            
4. Camp gadgets   2 hrs                                                                                      
5. Wilderness Survival   3 hrs                                     
6. First Aid   2.5 hrs     

Waterfront Day:                                          
1. Canoeing  2.5 hrs                                                  
2. Kayaking  2.5 hrs                                                
3.  Stand Up Paddle Boards  1 hr.                                           
4. Swimming  2 hrs                                              
5. Beach Volleyball  1.5 hrs                                                 
6. Water Carnival 2 hrs

Climbing/ Shooting Sports Day:                                                          
1. Rifle Shooting  1.5 hrs                                         
2. Shotgun Shooting  1.5 hrs                       
3. Archery   1.5 hrs                                                 
4. Climbing Tower  2 hrs                            
5. High Ropes / Low Ropes  2.5 hrs                                
6. Knots  1.5 hrs      

Handicraft Day:                                          
1. Basketry  1.5 hrs                                                  
2. Leatherworking  1.5 hrs                                  
3. Woodcarving  1.5 hrs                                              
4. Home Repair    2 hrs                                                 
5. Welding  3 hrs                                                     
6. Indian Lore 2.5 hrs

Pod 2 Handicraft Day Nature Day Scoutcraft Day Waterfront Day Climbing/Shooting Sports Day
Pod 3 Climbing/Shooting Sports Day Handicraft Day Nature Day Scoutcraft Day Waterfront Day
Pod 4 Waterfront Day Climbing/Shooting Sports Day Handicraft Day Nature Day Scoutcraft Day
Pod 5 Scoutcraft Day Waterfront Day Climbing/Shooting Sports Day Handicraft Day Nature Day

*Charge participation Fees when register for camp
* Add average time for each activity
* Add "dificulty rating* for each activity - Red for 2nd year Scouts and older.

* Partrol earns points for each activity.  Awards at end of week
* Unit specific programing also available inside each pod day for 
those that don't wish to do "camp" activities and want to plan
own program and instruction under their own leadership.

Basically, under this system, each troop or group of troops will have a day of programing in 
each area:  Nature, Scoutcraft, Waterfront, Climbing/Shooting Sports, and Handicraft.  
Different pods will rotate each day to another area.  Emphasis will be placed on the 
experiences vs. merit badges.  In many cases, we will be able to do a deeper dive into 
program elements than we could under the “traditional” format.
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Nature Day

• Portions of Fishing and Fly Fishing 
Merit Badge

• Tree and Plan Identification

• Wildlife Tracking

• STEM

• Conservation Programs 

During your troops “Nature Day” Scouts will earn portions of both Fishing and Fly Fishing 
Merit Badge.  Scouts will get a chance to catch, clean, cook, and eat their own fish.  They 
will also catch their own bait.  1st year Scouts will have the opportunity to learn tree and 
plant identification and look for wildlife tracks and make plaster cast.  We are planning 
some outdoor STEM activities and will do a conservation project for camp.
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Scoutcraft Day

On your Scoutcraft Day, you will plan and construct a pioneering project.  This could be a 
monkey bridge, a tower, and A-Frame tent frame, or other item of your choosing.  You will 
also learn and practice different forms of outdoor cooking, create and follow an 
orienteering course, practice wilderness survival skills, and learn 1st aid.
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Waterfront Day

On your waterfront day you will learn how to and have the opportunity to practice 
canoeing, kayaking, stand up paddle boarding, and swimming.  We will also have a water 
carnival and play beach volleyball.
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Climbing and Shooting 
Sports Day

This day will feature rifle shooting, shotgun shooting, archery, climbing and rappelling 
tower, both high and low ropes course, and basic knots.
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Handicraft Day

On this day Scouts will have the opportunity to do basketry, leatherworking, woodcarving, 
home repair, welding, and Indian lore.  Scouts will be able to earn at least parts of each 
merit badge on this day.
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NEW!  “Week 5” 
Specialty Camps
• Wilderness Survival

• Mountain Biking

• Fishing

New in 2021…..we will be offering three different specialty camps on “Week 5” – August 1-
7, 2021.  For these camps, Scouts sign up individually and not with your troop.  Meals will 
be prepared in the admin building.

26



Wilderness Survival

• Can you survive for the week in the woods only brining 10 
“essential” items.

• Live in a shelter you construct

• Find and cook your own food

• Live off the land

Do you have what it takes to survive for a week in the wilderness?  Find out!  You will be 
able to bring only these 10 items with you:  Tarp, knife, Firestarter that is not a match or a 
lighter, water bottle, cooking pot, paracord, first aid kit, blanket, fishing hooks and line, and 
a folding saw.  Participants will build and sleep in their own shelter, try to find or catch their 
own food, and learn and practice skills to “live off the land”.  The cost of this week is $240.
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Fishing

• Fish on all 3 of camp’s 
lakes

• Walleye charter (optional) 
on Crosslake

• Fish fry

• Fly fishing trip on a local 
river

• Earn your Complete Angler 
Award (Fishing MB, Fly 
Fishing MB, Fish and 
Wildlife Management MB).

• $270 ($430 with fishing 
charter – 4 people min.)

Spend the week fishing and enjoying the water in Northern Minnesota.  We will fish all 3 
lakes on camp, fly fish a local river, have a fish fry, and have an optional Walleye Charter 
Trip on Crosslake.
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Mountain Biking

Visit local mountain biking trails in MN 
including:

• Cuyuna Recreation Area

• Grand Rapids

• Chism

• Spirit Mountain

Mountain bike some of the best trails in Minnesota during the week.  We will be having a 
shake down at Mount Kato in May/June for those attending.  Cost is $270 with your own 
bike or you can rent one locally for the week at an additional cost of $200-$250 for the 
week.
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Other Key 
Information
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Question and 
Answer

All
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